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Glennallen 
BLMers Join in 
Rendezvous “92 
Celebration 


by K. J. Mushovic 


BLM’s Glennallen District had a 
memorable Fourth of July holiday 
as employees participated in 
community events to observe 
Rendezvous ’92, a celebration 
commemorating the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the Alaska Highway. 

State Director Ed Spang 
traveled to Glennallen to help 
kick off the Gulkana River Raft 
Race. The race started at the 
Gulkana River access easement 
at mile 137 of the Richardson 
Highway known as Poplar Grove, 
and ended at the Gulkana River 
Bridge. Six craft floated down the 
river, two of which held BLM staff 
or volunteers. Bill Thomas, Marty 
Williams, John Rego, and Chad 
Keith paddled rafts that won first 


State Director 

Ed Spang lends a 
hand at the start 
of the Gulkana 
River Raft Race 
on July 4. 
Rafters’ starting 
times were 
recorded on one- 
half of a playing 
card, which was 
matched with its 
other half at the 
end of the race as 
finish times 

were recorded. 
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Pat McCoy, Bill Thomas and Chad Keith enjoy a ride aboard a float which 


featured a 1940's highway rest stop during Glennallen’s Fourth of July Parade. 


and second place trophies. 
Meanwhile, back in Glennallen, 
BLMers won a first place ribbon 
in the “Adult Businesses” division 
of the Glennallen Fourth of July 
parade. The parade’s theme was 
Rendezvous ’92, and the BLM 
float depicted a highway rest stop 
with employees dressed in 40’s 
garb. District employees Pat 
McCoy and Bill Thomas, and 


District Manager Gene Keith’s 
son, Chad, rode on the float. 

BLM recreation staff enjoyed a 
weekend free of accidents or 
serious disturbances on the 
Gulkana River and in the 
district’s campgrounds. With 
warm temperatures and clear 
skies, the 1992 Fourth of July 
holiday will be fondly recalled in 
Glennallen. 


KJ. Mushovic 


KJ. Mushovic 


Dalton Highway 
Volunteers get 
Taste of Alaska 


by Ed Bovy 


Bob and Thelma Bowser had never been to Alaska, 
so when the BLM offered them volunteer positions 
on the banks of the Yukon River, they said, “why 
not?” 

The retired couple call Orlando, Florida, home, but 
they spend their summers traveling or volunteering 
elsewhere. Last summer the Bowsers worked as 
campground hosts at Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. 

The Bowsers now work in the new information 
cabin BLM constructed at the Yukon Crossing. Here 
they orient people as to what to expect as they travel 
north on the Dalton Highway. When they’re off- 
duty, they live in a log cabin at a former BLM fire 
base up the road. 

Their visitor logbook at the information center will 
help recreation planners analyze vacation travel 
patterns. It also gives visitors an opportunity to 
express their comments on traveling the only road in 
the United States that crosses the Arctic Circle. 

“Between the middle of June and the middle of 
July, more than 400 visitors signed the book,” said 
Thelma. “Already there are more than 40 states and 
30 foreign countries represented. It sure is getting 
to be a small world. 


Ed Bovy 


“A lady came by one day and we were talking 
about where we grew up. She was from my home- 
town and about my age, and when we talked, we 
found out that we went to school together 41 years 
ago! It was amazing. Talk about coincidence.” 

Arctic District resource specialist Roger Delaney 
arranged for the Bowsers to get on one of the 
Prudhoe Bay tours. “It was fascinating,” said 
Thelma. “We want to spend more time exploring in 
the Coldfoot area, and will probably come in to 
Fairbanks for the Tanana Valley Fair. 

“I still want to see a grizzly, but from a safe 
distance. I haven’t seen a muskox either. But we 
have seen lots of other animals. One day a moose 
and her calf wandered through the parking lot right 
outside. The same day a black bear wandered by. 
And this was the one day I lent my camera to 
someone else,” said Thelma. 


OnJuly 11 
Sen. Ted 
Stevens joined 
BLMers to help 
dedicate a new 
wayside exhibit 
at the Arctic 
Circle. Left to 
right: Sen. 
Stevens, State 
Director Ed 
Spang, and 
Arctic District 
Manager Dee 
Ritchie. 
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Cultural Diversity 


Y 92 Recruitment Efforts Pay 


Teresa McPherson 


Above: Second-year Co-op student 
Darnell Collins of Jackson State 
University in Mississippi puts his 
computer skills to work in BLM’s 
Division of Information Resources 
Management. Collins helped recruit a 
second Co-op student from Jackson 
State, Cathy Burnett, who worked in 
the Division of Conveyance 
Management this summer. 


Right: RAPS student Andy Kosbruk 
smiles as he and IRM computer 
specialist Ed Doyle share a humorous 
moment on the job. 


Teresa McPherson 
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Big Dividends 


by Mel Williams 


A newly-developed recruitment 
plan is helping BLM Alaska pre- 
pare for changing employment 
trends. The new plan focuses on 
reaching qualified minorities and 
women, helping to attract the 
best candidates for all vacant 
positions, and yielding a more 
diversified work force into the 
year 2000. 

Why a new recruitment plan, 
some people wonder. What’s 
wrong with the old one? Because 
several employment studies, 
including Civil Service 2000, have 
yielded some very significant sta- 
tistics which indicate that by the 
year 2000, more than 50 percent 
of the people seeking employment 
will be minorities and women. To 
prepare for this trend, both the 
Secretary of the Interior and 
Director Jamison have directed 
BLM to strive toward a more 
integrated work force. 

Human Resources reviewed the 
Affirmative Employment Plan and 
the Federal Equal Opportunity 
Recruitment Plan. The plan tar- 
gets positions in job areas where 
minorities and women were either 
underrepresented or not repre- 
sented at all. We then expanded 
vacancy mailing lists to include 
all statewide minority and 
women’s organizations. 

BLM staff visited all Anchorage 
and Fairbanks area high schools 
to recruit and promote job oppor- 
tunities in BLM. Recruiters also 
gave presentations at the Univer- 
sity of Washington at Seattle to 
recruit for various professional 
positions. 

EEO developed and imple- 
mented a student training and 
mentorship program, or STAMP, 
which five students have parti- 


Teresa McPherson 


Erish Agron (left) helps contact representative Elinor Fransson inventory aerial 
photos. Agron, a biology major from the University of Alaska-Anchorage, is also 
a second-year Co-op student in BLM’s Branch of Mapping Sciences. 


cipated in to date. Human 
Resources is currently setting up 
a job information hotline. And 
RAPS coordinators worked exten- 
sively to reach Alaska Natives 
through an expanded RAPS pro- 
gram and at job fairs such as the 
Alaska Native Youth Leadership 
Conference. 

BLM recruitment efforts are 
beginning to pay dividends. This 
year the overall numbers of appli- 
cants have doubled for many 
advertised positions. BLM 
succeeded in hiring a minority 
student through our high school 
Co-op program. A former RAPS 
student was converted to perma- 
nent employment. Two minority 
students from a Historically Black 
College in Jackson, Mississippi, 
were hired under the Co-op 
program. And two women from 
the Co-op program were con- 
verted into professional series. 

Recruitment is a role where 


everyone can participate and tell 
someone about BLM. High school 
and college students, graduates 
in natural resources manage- 
ment, and military veterans alike 
are all potential candidates for 
employment at BLM. Please call 
me at 271-5511 to discuss your 
recruitment role. 
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Students watch as a smokejumper packs a 375-square-foot parachute into a 16 by 12 inch bag. 


by Carrie E. Chouinard 


The Alaska Fire Service 
Smokejumper Operation is a hot 
item on tour group agendas. Its 
fast-response fire fighters are the 
first on the front line. They have 
earned local, national and 
international recognition for their 
professionalism and valor. The 
smokejumpers have also 
accommodated a wide variety of 
inquisitive people—from the 
young to old, from local residents 
to international tourists. 

This spring a class of first 
graders from University Park 
Elementary School in Fairbanks 
enjoyed a series of field trips that 
introduced them to the 
professional worlds of their 


parents. The AFS Smokejumper 
Operation was high on their list. 
Mrs. Nugent’s class was 
accompanied by smokejumper 
Scott Dewitz, the father of seven- 
year-old Chelsie Dewitz. 

As they toured the site, the 
curious students asked endless 
questions about the cargo, 
transportation and equipment 
used by each smokejumper. 
Modeling smokejumper fashions, 
Mrs. Nugent demonstrated the 
proper way to suit up as Dewitz 
explained the fabrics and uses of 
the fire-protective materials. 

The dangers faced by jumpers 
when parachuting from airplanes 
concerned some students as they 


Eduq 


Dan Gullickson 


‘tion 


watched smokejumpers pack 
parachutes. Dewitz reassured 
them by explaining how the 
reserve chute functions and how 
jumpers train intensively in 
emergency procedures. 

Chelsie and her friends left AFS 
with a sense of awe and 
admiration for the airborne fire 
fighter operations, and Scott 
Dewitz had a glimpse of possible 
smokejumper rookies of the 
future. 

On June 22 the tours took an 
international swing with the 
arrival of the Podvig Boys’ Club 
from Magadan, Russia. 
Sponsored by the Midnight Sun 
Boy Scout Council, the Russian 
boys were accompanied by 
American Boy Scouts. 

Smokejumper Bruce Ford 
assisted the tour. He never 
expected to use his Russian 
language skills while working in 
the smokejumper operation. 

Four years of Russian at the 
University of Montana were tested 
as he took on the task of 
translating. The boys bombarded 
him with questions on every 
aspect of the program. The 
Podvig Club’s training in Russia 
includes parachute instruction 
and exercises. The tour, 
combined with their experience, 
allowed them to contrast Russian 
and American training programs 
and equipment. 

The smokejumpers participated 
in more of a cultural exchange 
than they had anticipated. The 
lobby of the operations building 
became a trading square at the 
end of the tour as the Russian 
boys swapped pins, postcards 
and Russian money for which, 
said Ford, “We traded all we could 
get our hands on, patches, logos, 
can openers...” 


Career Center Students to 


Assist BLM 


by Ella Wright 


State Director Ed Spang and 
Esther Cox, principal of the 
Martin Luther King Career Center 
in Anchorage, signed a formal 
agreement to further students’ 
education with on-the-job at 
BLM. It was mid-April when 
Director Spang affixed his 
signature to the memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) supporting 
BLM’s nationwide emphasis to 
foster education. 

Bob Moore, BLM state volunteer 
coordinator for the School 
Business Partnership Program, 
says he will expand BLM’s 
involvement. “We'll place the kids 
according to their skills,” he said. 

The King Career Center offers 


courses in fire, automotive 
work, photography, tourism, 
computer science, automated 
office skills and more. Moore 
said, “Beginning the new school 
year, kids will be available to 
work two hours a day on week- 
days and eight hours a day 
during the Christmas and 
spring break.” 

Under the agreement, 
students will earn graduation 
credits for their hours work 
during the school term. 
Students may receive wages for 
hours worked during the 
summer and any holiday 
periods. 

Supervisors who could benefit 
from the skills of these young 
adult workers can call Bob 
Moore at 271-5043 for further 
information. 


Tamiko Taylor, a senior at East High School in Anchorage, puts her 
administrative skills to work for BLM’s EEO office. 


Teresa McPherson 
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Anchorage District employees Danielle Allen and Mary Figarelle enjoy a noon- 
time stroll along a wooded trail at the Campbell Tract. 
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by Danielle Allen 


Ever since a woman anda 
young child were attacked and 
killed by bears this summer here 
in Alaska, Mary Figarelle and I 
started carrying Counter Assault 
(red pepper bear repellent) during 
our noon-time walks at the 
Campbell Tract. BLM’s Campbell 
Tract is a place that’s buzzing 
with all types of wildlife and 
human activity, even occasional 
bears. 

During our three-mile walks, 
Mary and I sometimes visit the 
Campbell Creek and check on the 
progress of a bridge project begun 
in July. BLM has contracted to 
replace an old wood bridge with a 
new 6 by 84-foot steel bridge. 

The new bridge will be completed 
in August, and will allow 
uninterrupted passage to the 
tract’s many miles of recreational 
trails. 

Unfortunately, the contractor’s 
equipment was recently 
vandalized. This slowed the 


progress of the bridge, and added 
to the casework of our already 
overworked special agents Dean 
Crabbs and Andy Gifford. 

Since Mary and I don’t include 
the deep woods in our walking 
routine, we haven't seen the new 
dog sled trail being brushed and 
cleared by the district’s three 
Student Conservation students 
and RAPS student. Steve 
Fellman, a wildlife major from 
Minnesota, says the trail work is 
a lot different from what he and 
the other SCAs were doing in 
King Salmon in June. There their 
duties included collecting water 
samples from rivers and counting 
waterfowl broods. 

Fellman says blazing a new dog 
sled trail is just plain hard work. 
“We used a chain saw to cut big 
trees, and we're brushing out the 
smaller trees.” RAPS student 
Chris Nassuk from Koyuk says, 
“It’s fun.” One-half mile of the 
trail should be completed before 
the SCAs return home in early 
August. 

While the Campbell Tract has 
its share of birds and wildlife, 
Mary and I see more birds than 
anything else. As we begin our 
walks, we pass the Campbell 
Tract maintenance shop. Its high 
roof has proved a favorite nesting 
spot for swallows. In early July, 
district wildlife biologist Jeff 
Denton and an employee of the 
Bird Treatment Center in 
Anchorage transplanted orphaned 
baby swallows into the nests. 
The Treatment Center did similar 
transplants last year. 

While Mary and I have grown to 
appreciate the specialness of the 
Campbell Tract with its beauty 
and abundant wildlife, we’re most 
appreciative that we haven't had 
to use our bear repellent—yet. 


Mary Figarelle is a realty specialist 
and Danielle Allen is the public affairs 
specialist for the Anchorage District. 


Teresa McPherson 


BLM Exoands 
Co-op Program 


by Teresa McPherson 


Co-op student Cathy Burnett examined the 
spreadsheets carefully to find out why the figures 
just didn’t tally. Finally, she was able to pinpoint 
the problem—a faulty formula. She corrected the 
formula, and smiled as the figures finally balanced. 

Bumett is a junior from Jackson State University 
in Jackson, Mississippi, who spent eight weeks with 
the BLM Alaska Conveyance Division this summer. 
Program Analyst Chic Jensen tasked Burnett with 
preparing the quarterly conveyance report. Burnett 
is a mathematics major with a strong computer 
background, which made her perfect for the job. 

“The quarterly report details land conveyance 
actions the division has completed for the quarter,” 
explains Burnett. “I went to each branch to find out 
the number of acres patented, interim conveyed or 
tentatively approved, and fed this information into a 
database. The database then calculates remaining 
entitlements, so it’s important for the formulas to be 
accurate.” 

Her attention to such details and wide range of 
skills make her “the cream of the crop” when it 
comes to Co-ops, according to her supervisor Chic 
Jensen. “She’s top notch, we could use more like 
her,” said Jensen. 

Alaska is a long way from Mississippi. So how did 


Burnett come to be a Co-op for BLM Alaska? 

In Alaska BLM has traditionally used Co-op 
students to assist with the summer survey program. 
EEO manager Cliff Ligons is working to integrate 
Co-op students into other non-traditional fields, 
such as administrative and technical positions. 
Ligons is also actively recruiting Co-ops from 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and 
from the Hispanic Association of Colleges and 
Universities. 

“But before I can go recruit students, I have to 
line up jobs for them,” explained Ligons. “That’s 
where individual BLM managers and supervisors 
come in. I need you to make the commitment to 
creating a slot for the student, and finding 
appropriate tasks and responsibilities. In return, 
you get good people, you get to mentor, you get to 
train and lead, and most of all, you get to make a 
positive difference in their lives. 

“BLM wins too. When a student has a good Co-op 
experience, they go back to their hometown and 
they tell their families, their friends, and other 
students. It’s just good for BLM.” 

Cathy Burnett is a perfect example. She heard 
about BLM Alaska through Darnell Collins, another 
student at Jackson State. Collins is now a second- 
year Co-op in BLM’s Information Resources 
Division. 

“It works,” says Ligons. “It works for the 
students, and it works for BLM.” 


For more information about co-operative education, contact 
Human Resources at 271-5043. Managers interested 
specifically in Co-op students from Historically Black or 
Hispanic colleges and universities should contact Cliff 
Ligons at 271-5066. 


Co-op student 
Cathy Burnett, 
a mathematics 
major from 
Jackson State 
University in 
Mississippi, and 
supervisor Chic 
Jensen of 
Conveyance 
Management 
discuss 
preparation of 
the quarterly 
conveyance 
report. 
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Sandor Feher 


Workwise or Otherwise 


Mayor's Atward for Public Service 


On behalf of the good people of the 
Municipality of Anchorage, 
it is with great pleasure that I honor 


with this citation for 


his outstanding stewardship of Alaska’s public lands es State Director of BLM-Alaska 


sTicky 42T 1992 M ) Foes kas 
DA MAYOR TOM FINK 


Municipality of Anchorage 


On July 27 Paula Easley 
of the Municipality of 
Anchorage presented State 
Director Ed Spang with the 
Mayor's Award for Public 
Service. The award cited 
SD Spang and BLM Alaska 
with "outstanding steward- 
ship of Alaska's public 
lands. The presentation was 
made during a meeting of 
BLM's National Public Lands 
Advisory Council. Easley is 
a former council member, and now serves as 
Special Assistant to the Municipal Manager. 


In late June staff from the 
Division of Cadastral 
Survey traveled to 
Whitehorse in Canada’s 
Yukon Territory to present 
papers at an annual meeting of 
the Canadian Institute of 
Surveying and Mapping. 
Cadastral Survey DSD 
George Oviatt, patent plan 
manager Dan Webb, Survey 
Preparation & Contracts branch chief Jerry 
Pinkerton, field survey section chief Joe Burns, 
geodesist Tom Wohlwend and land surveyor Jerry 
Lewis gave four presentations at the meeting. 

One presentation discussed the use of a GPS 
(Global Positioning System) survey system, and how 
this technology performs under specific applications 
typical to the Alaska environment. Another 
presentation discussed the evolution of the Patent 
Plan Process used by BLM Alaska to assign survey 
priorities and coordinate survey needs critical to the 
patent process. 


The Public Lands Foundation is currently 
accepting nominations for their Outstanding Public 
Lands Professional award to honor active or 
recently retired BLM employees who have demon- 
strated outstanding professional performance 
during the year. Nomination deadline is November 
15, 1992. For more information, 
you may request a copy of the PUBLIC \\ | i 
nomination announcement and |LANDS 
guidelines from Public Affairs, 
271-5555. 


For America’s Heritage 


This summer the Division of Cadastral Survey gathered at the Delaney Park strip in Anchorage for the first division-wide group 
photo since 1978. Land surveyor Sandor Feher volunteered his photographic equipment and skills for the occasion. The new 
group photo is displayed beside the earlier 1978 photo near DSD George Oviatt’s office. An interesting note is that 12 people 
in the 1978 photo are also in the 1992 photo. Care to take a stab at guessing who they might be?! 
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Supervisors can help to expedite award 
processing by checking award packets 
for accuracy, appropriateness of award, 
and proper forms. If you have questions, 
call Nancy Brainerd at 271-3187. 


Sustained Superior 
Performance Award 


Lisa Burgess, Land Law 
Examiner, Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Donald Meares, Natural 
Resources Specialist, Arctic 
District Office 


Special Act Service Award 


Robert Karlen, Fishery 
Biologist, Arctic District Office 


On-the-Spot Cash Award 


Richard Early, General Supply 
Specialist, Division of Support 
Services 

Kenneth See, Laborer, Division 
of Support Services 

James Murray, Support 
Services Supervisor, Division 
of Support Services 

Allen Cronk, Supervisory 
Realty Specialist, Steese/ 
White Mountains District 
Office 

Robert Devine, Supervisory 
Technician, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 


Length of Service 


10-Year Service Award 

Bernice Sterin, Physical 
Scientist, Division of Lands 
and Renewable Resources 

Joanne Valentine, Supervisory 
Technician, Alaska Fire 
Service 

Eva Brown, Fire Logistics 
Officer, Alaska Fire Service 

John Gould, Supervisory 
Forestry Technician, Alaska 
Fire Service 

Pamela Khiani, Mail & File 
Clerk, Division of Support 
Services 


Applause 


20-Year Service Award 

Gregory Duren, Electronics 
Integrated Systems Mechanic, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Daniel Burrowns, Supervisory 
Forestry Technician, Alaska 
Fire Service 


30-Year Service Award 

Helen Brooks, Miscellaneous 
Documents Examiner (Typing), 
Division of Support Services 


Welcome Aboard 


July 1992 


James Meek, Land Surveyor, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Henry Gerke III, Special 
Assistant to DSD, Division of 
Lands and Renewable 
Resources 

Kent Fletcher, Procurement 
Clerk, Division of Support 
Services 

Richard Stone, Electrician, 
Division of Support Services 

Gregory Debord, Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 

Richard Briggs, Electronic 
Mechanic, Alaska Fire Service 

Marlen A. Braun, Hydrologist, 
Arctic District Office 


Rob McWhorter 


Norman P. Ziesmer, Landscape 
Architect, Division of Support 
Services 

Lynette Roberts, Information 
Receptionist (AO), Fairbanks 
Support Center 

Lisa Armstrong, Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire 
Service 

Elizabeth Grey Cloud, Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire 
Services 


July 1992 


Arvilla McCallister, Land Law 
Examiner, Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Daniel Webb, Patent Plan 
Manager, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Rick Willey, Electronics 
Mechanic, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Lynda N. Hummel, 
Administrative Service Clerk, 
Division of Support Services 

Kenneth S. Knox, Student 
Trainee (Computer Sciences), 
Division of Information 
Resources Management 


EEO manager Cliff Ligons congratulates land law examiner Mike Johnson 
(right) on a recent Special Act Service Award he received for his work with 
BLM's Native American Special Emphasis Program. 
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When ecologist and special 
studies leader Bill Gabriel retired 
from BLM in 1985, he put the 
skills he had used for the govern- 
ment to work for himself. Gabriel 
now lives in Florence, Montana, 
where he owns and operates 
BioGraphics, a “rental library” of 
over 30,000 natural resource 
photos that are leased for use in 
textbooks and magazines. 

“I retired from BLM, but not 
from life or work—just shifted 
gears and went into photography 
and writing full time,” Gabriel 
said. “Last summer I spent much 
of my time with Forest Service 
smokejumpers and hotshot fire crews photographing their activities. 
In 1988 I was in Yellowstone and other parts of Montana and 
Wyoming for the forest fires. In 1990 I traveled all over the Great 
Plains photographing windmills and the collectors who rebuild antique On the Cover: 
windmills. And so it goes.” 

Gabriel is an active member of the Society of American Foresters, 
and does slide lectures on forestry, wildlife, and land management for TOM Or atl 
this and other organizations. vollinteers Bob Gna 

Gabriel is also something of an authority on ethics in wildlife viewing Bowser of Orlando, Florida, work 
and photography. He gives presentations on the subject at workshops at the new BLM information cabin 
and conferences, including the National Watchable Wildlife Conference at Yukon Crossing. The Bowsers 


FROM DISNEY WORLD TO THE 


to be held in Montana this Sept. He’s had articles on the subject pub- provide information to people 
lished in Outdoor Ethics, Western Wildlands and similar publications. traveling north along the Dalton 
Gabriel enjoys recreation activities “much like the things I did in Highway. See story on page 3. 


Alaska.” Since retiring, he has floated and canoed several rivers, 
spent a week hiking with llamas in the Hells Canyon NRA in Oregon, 
and skied at places from Vail, Colorado, to Big Mountain, Montana. 

Gabriel sends his regards to Alaska BLMers, and reports that 
“retirement” beats working any day! 
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Photo by Ed Bovy. 
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